Influence of calcium on the action of Vipera ammodytes ammodytes snake venom on the myocardium.
V. ammodytes ammodytes snake venom produced irreversible block of the isolated, artificially stimulated rat right ventricle or isolated rat heart. This was the result of degenerative changes of the myocardium caused by the direct effect of toxic components of the venom. An excess of Ca2+ could temporarily restart the contractions.